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DearKennedy,
ESPhavebeenrecentlymadeawareby theDigital LearningAlliance of plans
by theBBC to providefreeDigital Curriculumresources.

ESPhasbeenin businessfor 15yearsduringwhich time we haveworkedhard
to developquality ICT resourcesfor UK schools.We canonly do this on the
basisthatwe ampaidfor our timeandwe achievethis by sellmgsoftwareand
resourcesto schools. If themarketis floodedwith freeresourcesthenit hasthe
potentialto destroya healthymarketandputsoftwarecompanieslike ESPout
ofbusiness.

In theearlydaysof schoolcomputinggrantmoneywasmadeavailableby the
governmentandthis leadto themarketbeingfloodedwith low costandfree
materials.Thismadeithârdfor commercialcompaniesto work in the same
marketanddeveloptheirproductsandexpertise. Overthe 15 or soyearssince
thenthemarkethasrecognisedtheneedto pay ‘sensible’pricesfor productsso
thatcompaniescanprovidegoodsupportandgo on to developnewproducts. I
believethat the BBC Digital Curriculumservicewill gravelyendangerour
industryandasa consequencereducethe availability of goodqualityUK based
ICT resources.

I fully supportthe DigitalAlliance reportthatoutlinestheirconcernsregarding
theBBC Digital Curriculumservice. I stronglyurgeyou to considerthe issues
raisedandtakea freshlookat theBBC proposalsin the interestof supporting
this currentlyhealthyICT industry.

Andy Pierson.
Softwaredesigner,Author, DirectorofESP.
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Yours sincerely,


