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Science and Research Advisory Committee Meeting

Monday 11th January 2010



Notes:

These are the draft minutes from the 2nd Science and Research Advisory Committee (SRAC) meeting, held at the British Library, London.

· Members’ views have been reported in a non-attributable way 

· The draft minutes will be published on the internet once they have been approved by all committee members.

· All papers will be posted on the SRAC website following approval of the minutes.

· For access see:  
www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/research_and_statistics/6391.aspx





















Attendees

Dr Michael Dixon (Chair)
Anita Charlesworth
Professor May Cassar
Stephen Hackney
Richard Boulderstone
Chris Scull
Nancy Bell
Dr Ken van Someren
Dr Nigel Reeve
Dr Anthony Whitehead
Professor Rick Rylance
Professor Lorna Walker
Peter Keen
Kim Shillingshaw
Professor Michael Thorne
Dr David Saunders
Professor Joe Doust

Apologies
Dr Beatriz Garcia
Sarah Staniforth


1.       Welcome 

Welcome and introduction

1.1 The Chair welcomed SRAC committee members to the second meeting of the Science and Research Advisory Committee.

1.2 Members introduced themselves, their organisation and role.

2.      Apologies

2.1	All apologies were noted.

3.      Working Groups

3.1. Draft working papers for the 3 groups were discussed, with the following outcomes:

3.1.1. Health & Wellbeing – it was suggested that the paper should be amended to include a discussion of the benefits of engaging with open, natural spaces.

3.1.2	Likewise, design and how this influences wellbeing should be added.  For an example of a study in this area, please refer to:
www.cabe.org.uk/publications/future-health

3.1.3 Museums and galleries should be separated from arts in the report, using examples such as art collections being taken into hospitals.

3.1.4 An MRC led project on ageing is currently being undertaken, but should be complementary to this work:  www.nshd.mrc.ac.uk/

3.1.5 Likewise, Foresight projects on obesity and mental health should feed into our health & wellbeing work rather than compete with it:

http://www.foresight.gov.uk/OurWork/ActiveProjects/Obesity/Obesity.asp

http://www.foresight.gov.uk/OurWork/ActiveProjects/Mental%20Capital/Welcome.asp

3.1.6 Overall, engagement in the local environment may be implicit in the report, but needs to be pulled out and highlighted.

3.2.1 Climate Change – suggestion that perhaps the issue of carbon footprint measurement should be led by another government department, like DECC.

3.2.2 There is much work still to be done on adaptation, especially how this will change the face of the historic environment, which is specific to our sector.  For instance, see www.sustainablecities.org.uk

3.2.3 The committee agreed that this working group will concentrate on adaptation issues.

3.3.1	Measuring Impact – perhaps the emphasis could be moved away from technology and onto research and scientific impact.

3.3.2	It is easier to measure output rather than impact, so it important that we concentrate on trying to do the latter.

3.3.3	The Olympics could provide an opportunity for get people to change their behaviour in all our areas of interest.

3.4	Working group membership was discussed.  The table on the following page shows the chair (in bold) and membership of each group.













	Measuring Impact
	Climate Change
	Health & Well-Being

	
	
	

	Tony Whitehead
	Michael Dixon
	Rick Rylance

	Nancy Bell
	Stephen Hackney
	Lorna Walker

	Kim Shillinglaw
	Bill Martin (EH)
	Nigel Reeve

	Beatriz Garcia
	Richard Boulderstone
	David Saunders

	May Cassar
	Chris Scull
	Joe Doust

	Ken van Someren
	RCUK person (tbc)
	Peter Keen

	Laura Clayton
	Lorna Walker’s CABE colleague (tbc)
	




3.4.1.	Action: committee members to confirm their group membership, and the names of external members suggested by 26th February.  Also chairs to consider who beyond SRAC to invite to join.  

Action: DCMS to begin recruitment of fellows to assist working groups, along with the involvement of group chairs.

4. The advert for external experts.  

4.1 This was discussed and a number of changes were suggested including the need for more sympathy for interdisciplinary research, a specification for medical expertise for the health & wellbeing group, and the need for representation of the performing arts here and in SRAC more broadly.  Also, change wording from ‘3 years’ to ‘up to 3 years’.

4.1.1	Action: DCMS to redraft with help on wording from AW and CS, and advice from RR on medical expert.  DCMS to liaise with DoH regarding health & wellbeing experts, and DECC on climate change.  

4.1.2	Suggested places for ad to appear:
	Society Guardian
The Appointments Commission
Research Councils
THE
Jobs.ac.uk
National Academies
ARMC
Science & Heritage Programme website
All members to forward it to their networks.




5. Peter Keen’s presentation on elite sport & maximising impact

5.1	Led to a discussion about what time scales we should use to measure impact and legacy.

5.2	Suggestion that SRAC could be used to disseminate knowledge coming out of sports science into the wider health & wellbeing arenas.

6.      Standing items agenda

6.1	No items were added to this. 

7.      AOB

7.1	Nigel has offered access to research literature should SRAC members require it.

7.2	Tony brought several publications to the notice of the committee for reference:

A Code of Practice for Scientific Advisory Committees (to be updated shortly):

http://www.dius.gov.uk/partner_organisations/office_for_science/science_in_government/strategy_and_guidance/~/media/publications/F/file42780

October 2005 "Guidelines on Scientific Analysis In Policy Making" which is the basis for the current consultation:
http://www.dius.gov.uk/office_for_science/science_in_government/~/media/publications/F/file9767
Consultation pages for the Guidelines (which also include the link to the Principles of scientific advice to government):
 
http://www.berr.gov.uk/consultations/page53603.html 
 
The recently published document, Science and Engineering in Government:
 
http://www.dius.gov.uk/office_for_science/science_in_government/~/media/publications/GO-Science/GO-ScienceSEG

7.3	It was also emphasised that there are around 75 advisory committees working successfully throughout government and that SRAC members should therefore not be anxious about recent events in the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs (ACMD).

7.4 	A discussion about the confidentiality of documents took place, and the committee agreed that the author determines the point at which documents can be shared.  But the policy of the committee is that papers, minutes and reports should be in the public domain.

7.4.1	Action: Documents should be watermarked as drafts until such point as they can be shared.
	
7.5 Date of next meeting: Monday 12 April at 2.30pm, venue to be confirmed (provisionally CABE, Lorna to confirm).

7.5.1	Action: Members to contact Olivia with offers to host future meetings by 26th February.
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